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THE HATIVITY, Gerard David 

The Nativity scene pictured here may be seen in Gallery 2 of The Cleveland 
Museum of Art. Xt is a rare^ late 15 th century panel and is considered the most 
Important painting of the early Planish school in the Cleveland collection. It 
was executed by the great Klemiah master Gerard David, who, in the early part of 
his career, did two others of this theme, similar in ccHaposition. David worked at the 
end of the great period of Flemish painting and followed its traditions. 

There is a combination of cool detachment and deep sincerity in the painting 
and the story is told in the aimplostterms with an idy3Llic fairy-tale landscape as 
a setting. Before the Virgin is the doll-like Christ Child enolrolod by a mandorla 
of golden rays. Imnedlately beside her is Joseph and behind him a shej^erd* At the 
left foreground are two small angels, in the same attitude of prayer as the other 
figures. In the background a partially finished manger, sheltering a cowand ass, 
rises and frames two rather distant shei^erds who are observing the angel above them. 
Further beyond the sheiAierds is countryside with a path at the left idiich leads into 
bright and hilly landscape dotted with the castles and towers of a city. 
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